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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3037 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARRLEIS 

SUBJ: LEFTIST VIEWS ON THE ARMY. 

1 . EMBOFF MET JUNE 1 WITH MURABITUN OFFICIALS SAMIR 
SABBAGH AND SINAN BARRAJ. SABBAGH, WHO DID MOST OF THE 
TALKING, SAID THE FOLLOWING. 

2. IF THE GOL WERE TO SEND LEBANESE ARMY UNITS SOUTH 
NOW, THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT FIGHTERS THERE WOULD ENGAGE 
THEM IN COMBAT AND THE LEBANESE UNITS WOULD DISINTEGRATE. 
MOREOVER, THE MUSLIM SOLDIERS IN THE UNITS DESIGNATED TO GO 
SOUTH WOULD NOT DO SO WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL 
MOVEMENT. 

3. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT HAD LOST CONFIDENCE IN GENERAL 
KHOURY AND CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT THE ARMY WAS COMPLETELY 
UNDER MARONITE DOMINATION AND NEEDED TO BE REBUILT 
"STARTING FROM SCRATCH." UNTIL THIS WERE DONE, 
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THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT WOULD OPPOSE THE DESPATCH OF 
LEBANESE ARMY UNITS SOUTH. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, THE QUESTION OF SENDING UNITS SOUTH 
WAS ACADEMIC. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT HAD GOOD INFORMA 
TION THAT THE GOL WOULD NOT DO SO. 
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5. AS AN EXAMPLE OF INEQUITY, SABBAGH SAID THAT AN 

ALL CHRISTIAN UNIT HAD BEEN THE HONOR GUARD WHICH HAD SEEN 
SARKIS OFF TO LATAKIA AT BEIRUT AIRPORT ON MAY 31. 

ORIGINALLY, A MIXED UNIT WAS SUPPOSED 

TO SEE SARKIS OFF, BUT THE CHRISTIANS HAD 

REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE UNDER THESE CONDITIONS. (DATT 

SAYS THAT REVIEW OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF HONOR GUARD SHOWS 

THAT AT LEAST ONE MUSLIM OFFICER WAS INVOLVED.) 

6. MUSLIM SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY WERE PROFOUNDLY DIS- 
SATISFIED WITH THEIR LOT. THEY BELIEVED THAT MARONITE 
SOLDIERS RECEIVED BETTER MEDICAL TREATMENT. MORE 
LENIENT DISCIPLINARY MEASURES, AND GENERALLY BETTER 
TREATMENT. RECENTLY MUSLIM SOLDIERS IN THE UNITS 
DESIGNATED TO GO SOUTH HAD COME TO SEE SABBAGH AND HAD 
ASKED FOR PERMISSION TO START TROUBLE SO THAT THEY WOULD 
NOT HAVE TO GO SOUTH. SABBAGH HAD, HOWEVER, ADVISED 
THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR UNITS AND BEHAVE. 

7. SABBAGH AGAIN COMPLAINED THAT AMERICAN MILITARY AID 
TO LEBANON WAS WINDING UP WITH THE MARONITES. HE ALLEGED 
THAT THE AMERICAN MATERIEL WHICH HAD BEEN SENT TO 
HENRY CHEHAB BARRACKS HAD BEEN TAKEN BACK TO YARZE. 
(EMBOFF DENIED THAT OUR AID WAS GOING TO MARONITES.) 

8. TURNING TO THE PLO'S MAY 24 DOHA ANNOUNCEMENT, 
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SABBAGH SAID THAT THE PALESTINIANS WOULD NEVER AGREE TO 
ABANDON THEIR ARMED PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON AND WOULD 
CONTINUE TO INSIST THAT THIS PRESENCE BE ON THE BASIS 
OF THE CAIRO AGREEMENT. HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION NOT ONLY WITHIN THE 
REIECTION FRONT, BUT ALSO WITHIN FATAH S RANK AND 
FILE TO EVEN THE VAGUE PROMISES CONTAINED IN THE DOHA 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

LANE 
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